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NEWS RELEASE 
October 5, 2022 

Contact: Ellen Powell 
Ellen.Powell@DOF.Virginia.gov 

(434) 987-0475 

 
ENJOY VIRGINIA’S PEAK COLORS 

WITH A FALL FOLIAGE DRIVING TOUR 
Fall Foliage Map and color progression info available on VDOF’s website and social media 

 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA – Want to get out and enjoy Virginia’s fall foliage? To help you get started, the 

Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) collects information on when and where to see the best of 

autumn’s vibrant colors across the Commonwealth. The agency recommends several driving tours with 

routes covering parts of northern, western and central Virginia. The fall foliage tours map can be found 

on VDOF’s website at https://dof.virginia.gov/education-and-recreation/fall-foliage-driving-tours/. 

Virginia’s fall color change begins at the highest 

elevations of Southwest Virginia and the 

Alleghenies in late September and proceeds 

downslope and eastward through October. In 

early November, Virginia’s fall foliage show 

wraps up near the coast.  

“Virginia’s abundant hardwood forests provide 

weeks of beautiful foliage viewing this time of 

year,” said State Forester Rob Farrell. “The 

local roads that make up the fall foliage tour were suggested by long-time Forestry staff for consistent, 

beautiful autumn scenery year after year.” 

While it can be difficult to predict the exact timing of fall color change and intensity, in general, ample 

summer rain followed by fall’s bright sunny days and cool clear nights produce the most vibrant foliage. 

Healthier trees usually give the best show, while stressed or diseased trees often go straight to brown.  

For weekly updates on Virginia’s color progression, follow us on Facebook or visit VDOF’s website at 

https://dof.virginia.gov/education-and-recreation/fall-foliage-in-virginia/. For more info on the best 

places to see fall foliage, visit the Virginia Department of Tourism’s fall page at 

https://www.virginia.org/plan-your-trip/seasons-and-climate/fall/. 

 

### 
 
 
 
 

Check out VDOF’s fall foliage driving tour map. 

https://dof.virginia.gov/education-and-recreation/fall-foliage-driving-tours/
https://www.facebook.com/ForestryVA/
https://dof.virginia.gov/education-and-recreation/fall-foliage-in-virginia/
https://www.virginia.org/plan-your-trip/seasons-and-climate/fall/
https://dof.virginia.gov/education-and-recreation/fall-foliage-driving-tours/
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About the Virginia Department of Forestry 

The Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) protects and develops healthy, sustainable forest resources 
for Virginians. With nearly 16 million acres of forestland and more than 108,000 Virginians employed in 
forestry, forest products and related industries, Virginia forests provide an overall economic output of 
more than $21 billion annually.  

Headquartered in Charlottesville, the agency has forestry staff members assigned to every county to 
provide citizen service and public safety protection across the Commonwealth, which it’s been doing now 
for more than 100 years. VDOF is an equal opportunity provider. 

 


